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of his line, and was about proceeding with it to the front, when he met General Birney, who told him that the troops had all been driven to the rear, and had abandoned the position to which General Hancock was moving. General Humphreys's division was still in position, but the enemy, pressing him in front and turning his left flank through the interval left by Birney's division, he was forced to retire to the original line of battle, being placed by General Hancock, on the line just vacated by Caldwell. In regaining the line he suffered frightful losses, but succeeded in preserving the organization of his command, and had the satisfaction of forming his troops on the line. The Nineteenth Massachusetts and Forty-second New York had not arrived on Humphreys's line when he commenced his retreat; but observing that he wras rapidly retiring, the regiments formed line of battle, delivered a few volleys, and retired in good order, though suffering heavy losses. So closely were they pressed by the enemy that prisoners were captured by the retiring regiments.
Brown's battery and the regiments of Ward and Huston were still more unfortunate. Having done good service in protecting General Humphreys's right, their left was exposed to the enemy's attack, and the regiments were forced back, losing both commanders and great numbers of officers and   and  the  little  Irishman   on   his  white
